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In the claims: 

1 . (cuirently amended) A modular deck panel apparatus for a deck structure including a 
plurality of underlying joist elements, each one of said plurality of joist elements having a top 
longitudinal surface, said modular deck panel apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of modular panels, each of the plurality of modular panels having a first 
substantially planar element being relatively inflexible, each of said plurality of modular 
elements having a thickness dimension; 

a second substantially planar element disposed beneath the first planar element and 
secured thereto, said second planar element being relatively flexible in relation to the first planar 
element; and 

a plxaality of elongated members, a first portion of the plurality of elongated members 
being secured with fasteners parsing through apertures in the elongated members and into a t 
int e rnals along top longitudinal s urfac e s of a series of underlying joist elements, each of said first 
portion of the plurality of elongated members extending along a top surface of an associated loist 
across multiple modular panels, and a second portion of the plurality of elongated members 
spanning between saicc es siv e at least three joist elements and engagmg the first portion of the 
plurality of elongated members to restrain the plurality of modular panels, said first portion of the 
plurality of elongated members extending upwardly away firom the top longitudinal surfeces of 
the joist elements to a predeteraiined height, said height being substantially less than the 
thickness dimension of the modular panels, and a gap distance between adjacent pairs of modular 
panels being substantially less than the thickness dimension of the modular panels. 

2. (previously amended) A modular deck panel ^paratus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the first planar element is either a natural stone product or a cement-based product. 

3. (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the second planar element is a fiberglass composite structure, 

4. (currently amended) A modular deck panel apparatus for a deck structure including a 
plurality of horizontal joist elements, said modular deck panel apparatus comprising: 
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a plurality of modular panels, each having a first substantially planar element being 
relatively inflexible and of a material selected from among the group including: stone, mineral, 
tile, and concrete product, each of said plurality of modular elements having a thickness 
dimension; 

a second substantially planar element of a material different than the first planar elemait, 
said second planar element being disposed beneath the first planar element and coupled thereto^ 
said second planar element having a predetermined total area, said second planar element 
supporting the deck panel upon the deck structure at a panel support area, said panel support area 
being substantially smaller than the predetermined total area; and 

a plurality of elongated members^ a first portion of the plurality of elongated members 
being secured with fasteners along top longitudinal surfaces of a series of horizontal joist 
elements, said fasteners passing through apertures in the elongated members, said first portion of 
the plurality of elongated members extending along the top longitudinal surfaces across multiple 
modular panels, and a second portion of the plurality of elongated membere spanning between 
succ e ssiv e at least three joist elements and engaging the jgrst portion of the plurality of elongated 
members to restrain the plurality of modular panels, said first portion of the plurality of elongated 
members extending upwardly away fix)m the top longitudinal surfaces of the joist elements to a 
predetermined height, said height being substantially less than the thickness dimension of the 
modular panels^ and a gap distance between adjacent pairs of modular panels being substantially 
less than the thickness dimension of the modular panels. 

5. (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first 
planar element is adhesively secured to the second planar element. 

6. (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus of claim 4 wherein the second 
planar element is of a composite material. 

7. (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus of claim 4 wherein the panel 
support area is proximate to a periphery of the deck panel, 

8- (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus of claim 4 wherein the panel 
support area is proximate to a pair of opposed edges of the deck paneL 

253923SS.1 

3, 



PAGE4[9' RCVD AT 3/4/2004 7:49:32 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-1fO' DNIS:8729306* CSID:6123991836 ' DURATION (fnnKS):05-20 



03/04/2004 



18:50 



FULBRIGHT 8. JPWORSKI MPLS ^ 917038729306 



NO. 504 [3005 



9. (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first 
planar element and second planar element are equivalent in si2:e. 

10. (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first 
planar element and second planar element are generally square in shape. 

11. (previously amended) A modular deck panel apparatus of claim 4 wherein panel 
support areas cooperate with portions of the horizontal joist elements of the deck structure. 

12. (currently amended) A deck structure comprising: 

a deck &ame including a series of joists arranged at a generally uniform spacing; and 

a plurality of modular panels secured to said deck frame by a plurality of elongated 
members, a first portion of said plurality of elongated members having a series of apertures 
defined thereupon, each of the first portion of said plurality of elongated membere being secured 
to an associated one of the series of joists with a plurality of fasteners passing through the series ^ 
of apertures t o a s e ri e s of foists along top loHgitudinal Qurfac e s thereo£ said first portion of the 
plurality of elongated members extending across multiple modular panels, a second portion 
of said plurality of elongated members extending across gRtcceasiv e at least three joists and 
engaging the fibrst portion to support the plurality of modular panels against lateral movement, 
each panel being of a composite layered construction including a top side and a bottom side, each 
panel including a first layer element defining the top side and of a material providing substantial 
compressive strength and limited tensile strength, each panel fiirther including a second layer 
element defining the bottom side and coupled to the first layer element, said second layer element 
of a material providing substantial tensile strength, and said first portion of the plurality of 
elongated members extending upwardly away from the top longitudinal surfaces of the joist 
elements to a predetermined height, said height being substantially less than a thickness 
dimension of the modular panels, and a gap distance between adjacent pairs of modular panels 
being substaiitially less than the thickness dimension of the modular panels. 
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